June 16, 2021
Mayor Sally Russell
Bend City Councilors
Delivery via E-mail
Mayor Russell and Council Members,
The Bend Chamber of Commerce is pleased to submit this le er in support of the proposal to close a
por on of Minnesota Avenue and create a permanent pedestrian promenade on that stretch of
downtown street. The Chamber represents over 1,500 small and medium sized businesses through
the region, many of which are located in, or near the Downtown District.
In response to COVID, we supported the Downtown Bend Business Associa on (DBBA) and
downtown businesses for a temporary program for use of sidewalks and curbside parking spaces to
allow businesses to remain open. We’ve also been on record suppor ng the CIty’s proposal to
transi on the temporary street closures to a Commercial Parklet License Program.
The proposal to close a sec on of Minnesota Avenue is not a new one, given it was contemplated
with the ini al temporary COVID related street closures. We believe it warrants a stand alone policy
proposal and feel it will have a posi ve economic impact on all of downtown as well as the
businesses that front Minnesota Avenue.
We appreciate the though ul and strategic approach that DBBA has outlined, including a feasibility
study to ensure the promenade is designed in a sustainable and suitable manner as to withstand the
test of me. The addi on of public restroom facili es is a needed recommenda on, given the
increase in visitors the promenade will bring. We understand the project will be nanced, in part, by
exis ng downtown parking revenue and we support that approach to keep the funds within the
downtown district.
As our City con nues to grow, it is important that we have a long term vision for the downtown
district in order for the area to remain vibrant. The pedestrian promenade proposal is the start of
that long term vision and the Chamber wholeheartedly supports moving forward. We look forward
to working collabora vely with the City and other stakeholders as the project comes to frui on.
Best Regards,

Katy Brooks
President + CEO
Bend Chamber of Commerce
Creating an environment where businesses, their employees and our community excel together
through collaboration, advocacy, resources and leadership to meet Bend’s business challenges.
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